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Background Information: 

History: “History instructors working in a community college face two major challenges. First, to make history 

interesting and relevant to the students, many of whom have to take history courses as a requirement. And 

second, to fulfill one of the missions of a community college which is to forge a connection between the school 

and the people in the local area. Since the spring of 2002, I have tried to accomplish these dual demands by 

assigning an oral history project in my United States History Since 1865 course, which I teach at Joliet Junior 

College in Illinois. As part of the project, students conduct a tape recorded interview with their oldest living 

relative and with the information they obtain they write an essay that seeks to show how their family shaped, 

and was shaped by, United States history. I then deposit the tapes in the Joliet Area History Museum archives 

where the tapes can be used by historians studying the local area. The project offers a wonderful window into 

the lives of the diverse group of people who live in the Joliet area. While conducting the interviews, students 

have shown a greater interest in United States history, and links have been forged between the college and the 

students’ families, the local historical society, and historians in the community.”  

Excerpt from Dr. John F. Lyons published in “The History Teacher,” Vol. 40 No. 4, Aug., 2007. Accessed through 

JSTOR. 



Scope and Content Arrangement: The Dr. Lyons Oral History Collection contains interview transcripts, papers 

written by students based on the interview they completed, release paperwork, and photographs of the 

interviewee. All materials are organized alphabetically by the last name of the interviewee. Digital copies of all 

recordings are available online through the Joliet Junior College Digital Archive. 

Related Materials:  

Archival Collections: 

MSS.26 : Dr. Robert Sterling Oral History Collection 

Digital copies of all recordings are available online through the Joliet Junior College Digital Archive. 
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