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Gear Up!
with your host; K.K. Martin

Greetings everyone! and welcome back to another edition of Gear Up! 
With me! Your humble guide and companion, K.K.Martin.

Last week we covered some of the terminology and gear used to achieve 
the overdriven tone you’re looking for and decided to check out some of 
the thousands of pedals (with literally hundreds more every day!) avail-
able to us.

One type of overdrive that we haven’t mentioned yet is Boost.

Boost does what the name implies. It boosts your signal overall going to 
the front of the amp, causing the amp to overdrive. Another trick is us-
ing the volume on an eq pedal and or pushing frequencies up into over-
drive.

The Tried and true champs of overdrive! “ The Ibanez TS-808 or 9 Tube 
Screamer” or “The Boss BD-2 Blues Driver” are perennial favorites and 
on more pedalboards than just about any other drive pedals out there! 
And an excellent place to start if you’re looking for an excellent funda-
mental blues-rock tone! There are hundreds of pedals based on these 
two circuits! These are good choices for placement earlier in the signal 
chain. When it comes to drive stacking, I prefer to have my most ex-
treme pedal at the end of the signal chain going towards the amp. 

You will hear the term “Transparent” used sometimes to describe over-
drive. Basically, what that means is no frequencies or color are added to 
the tonal character of your guitar and amp; it just adds more umph! 

A Tube screamer is NOT what you would refer to as a Transparent drive. 
It has a mid-frequency bump that helps it jump out in the mix, and many 
players (including Stevie Ray Vaughan) find it appealing! The Blues 
Driver is very similar but with less of the mid bump. If it all possible, you 
should give both of these guys a try!! 

Moving on to more distorted and overdriven, I have always found the 
Ratt pedal to be extremely flexible, going from a chunky drive to almost 
fuzz-like distortion! Boss again with the OD-1 is also a good choice   



 

Gear Up!
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when looking for more umph and stacks well!

One of the desired characteristics of a good drive pedal is how well it 
works in conjunction with the guitar’s volume and tone control. Some-
times turning the guitar down can produce lovely clean sounds when us-
ing a drive!

There are 2 in one pedals offering two stages of drive and or Boost! 
Again the selection of pedals and possible combinations is a glorious 
puzzle few of us ever stop chasing! 

Next week I will single out some more specialty and boutique solutions 
on our quest for drive nirvana! We will be looking at Tube pedals, as in 
pedals that utilize tubes as a component and dual-drive!

If you have comments or would like me to discuss a particular piece of 
gear please click the picture and send your comments,questions, and 
suggestions8 to me. We will post your comments on upcoming episodes. 
Thanks and be good to one another.
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